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Roche Generosity Supports Organ Donation
$10,000 gift is pivotal to Asian Awareness Campaign

OAKLAND, Calif. -- To celebrate the 10th anniversary of the launch of a significant

transplant medicine and the 100th anniversary of the company’s presence in the United

States, Roche donated $10,000 to the California Transplant Donor Network to support

its Asian community outreach efforts. The medicine is a potent immunosuppressant

called CellCept® (mycophenolate mofetil).  Now the leading transplant medicine in the

world, it was discovered and developed by scientists at the Roche campus in Palo Alto.

As part of its anniversary celebration, Roche presented the grant to Cathy Olmo of the

Transplant Network and launched a donor awareness campaign for its 1,000 employees

in Palo Alto.  With the funding from Roche, the Transplant Network will begin an Asian

American education campaign using paid media.  The objective is to boost donation

rates among Asian Americans - specifically the Chinese and Filipino communities -

living in the San Francisco Bay Area.

“We want to reach these two communities because they represent the largest sub-

group with the lowest consent rates among the Asian population,” said David

Heneghan, Public Affairs Manager of the California Transplant Donor Network.  “This
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generous gift enables us to deliver a multi-faceted media campaign to increase

awareness, trust, and comfort in the organ donation process.”

According to Heneghan,  previous research and outreach experience suggest that the

key barriers to increasing consent rates among the Asian community are low levels of

awareness of organ donation; lack of familiarity with the Transplant Network as the

“local face” of organ donation; and finally, a general discomfort in talking about death

and dying.

Fast Facts

More than 88,000 people in the United States are waiting for organ transplants to save

their lives. Over 2,300 of them are children under 18.  As of April 2005, 8,400 of these

men, women and children are in the Transplant Network’s Northern and Central

California service area.

Each day, more than 17 people – one every 90 minutes – die in the United States

because of a shortage of organ donors.  About 13 people are added to the national

organ transplant waiting list every day.

One person can save more than seven lives through organ donation, and touch more

than 50 others with tissue donation.  To become a donor, go to

donateLIFEcalifornia.org.  At this website one can both officially record their wishes to

be a donor and notify their family.

California Transplant Donor Network

The California Transplant Donor Network saves and improves lives by facilitating organ

and tissue donation for transplantation.  The Transplant Network helps 160 hospitals in

40 Northern and Central California and Northern Nevada counties offer the option of

organ and tissue donation to families whose loved ones have died, coordinates

deceased organ recovery and placement, and provides public education with the hope

that every resident will become a donor.  It is federally designated as this area’s organ

recovery organization.  For more information, visit ctdn.org or call 1-888-570-9400.
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