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HHS Honors Hospitals That Raised Organ Donation Rates 

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) today honored 371 of the 
nation’s largest hospitals for substantially raising the organ donation rates of eligible donors 
from their facilities. 

Executives of the hospitals, together with their partners in 57 organ procurement 
organizations (OPOs), received the Department’s Medals of Honor for Organ Donation 
during a meeting in New Orleans of the Second National Learning Congress on Organ 
Donation and Transplantation. 

Hospitals and OPOs were cited for achieving and sustaining a donation rate of 75 percent or 
more of eligible donors. By contrast, the national average donation rate in all hospitals was 
59 percent in 2005, up from 55 percent in 2004. OPOs coordinate organ procurement in 
designated service areas and work to preserve organs and arrange for their distribution 
according to national policies. 

“The work of these hospitals and OPOs made possible 1,200 more life-saving and life-
enhancing transplants in 2005 compared to 2004,” said Elizabeth M. Duke, administrator of 
HHS’ Health Resources and Services Administration, which houses the federal government’s 
pro-donation activities. “Their achievements show that we can improve systems to boost 
donation rates and save more lives in the future.” 

Hospitals with eight or more potential organ donors during the 26-month award period 
ending in June 2006 were eligible for the Medals of Honor. All winning hospitals had to 
achieve and sustain a donation rate of 75 percent or more from among eligible donors for at 
least a year. The 371 winning hospitals come from a pool of 787 hospitals that met eligibility 
criteria. 

Organ donation increased by an unprecedented 10.8 percent in 2004, and 2005 rates 
surpassed this milestone by an additional 6.2 percent. Results so far for the first seven 
months of 2006 have increased beyond the trend established in 2005. 

"As we celebrate these outstanding accomplishments, let us remember that behind each 
number is a human face: an individual who has made a gift of life by becoming an organ 
donor, and the people who have benefited from a life-giving, life-enhancing transplant,” 
relates RADM Kenneth Moritsugu, Acting U.S. Surgeon General. “The success of these 
dedicated professionals through this collaborative is helping save more lives, and increasing 
the quality and length of life for more people. It is only fitting that we recognize their 
exceptional efforts through this HHS Medal of Honor for Organ Donation.” 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
Thursday, October 19, 2006

CONTACT: HRSA PRESS OFFICE 
301-443-3376

Page 1 of 13HRSA - Hospitals Honored That Raised Organ Donation Rates

11/16/2006http://newsroom.hrsa.gov/releases/2006/organ-donation-medals.htm



These record gains followed HRSA’s launch in 2003 of the Organ Donation Breakthrough 
Collaborative. That initiative brought together donation professionals and hospital leaders to 
identify and share best practices to maximize organ donation rates from people who die in 
their facilities. The goal was to achieve organ donation rates of at least 75 percent at 
participating hospitals. Staff from HRSA and the OPOs helped participating hospitals 
identify, adapt, test, and implement practices known to produce high donation rates. 

The success of the donation collaborative led to the launch in May 2005 of a related 
initiative, the Organ Transplantation Breakthrough Collaborative. This effort seeks to 
increase the average number of organs transplanted per donor to 3.75 or more, up from an 
average of about three organs transplanted per donor in 2004. Two U.S. Donation Service 
Areas, in Iowa and in the San Francisco area, were recognized at the Learning Congress for 
already meeting this challenging target. Two Canadian teams from Quebec and Ontario also 
were lauded for meeting the 3.75 goal as part of the U.S.-led international effort. For more 
information on the Organ Donation and Organ Transplantation Breakthrough Collaboratives, 
go to http://www.organdonationnow.org. 

With the encouraging results of these initiatives, HRSA used the occasion of the Learning 
Congress to launch a new, combined Organ Donation and Transplantation Breakthrough 
Collaborative to spread the practices and gains to a larger number of hospitals and transplant 
programs. The newly chartered Organ Donation and Transplantation Alliance will join with 
HRSA in the conduct of this effort. 

HRSA also provides coaching and other logistics support to Donate Life America 
(http://www.donatelife.net) as that national nonprofit organization works to raise the number 
of Americans enrolled as designated organ donors to 100 million by June 2008. To date, an 
estimated 60 million Americans have indicated their wish to donate, usually through state 
motor vehicle department registries. 

Additional information on donation initiatives is available at http://www.organdonor.gov. 

Hospitals That Won HHS Medals of Honor for Organ Donation 

Name City State

Banner Desert Medical Center Mesa Ariz.

John C. Lincoln -- North Mountain Phoenix Ariz.

Scottsdale Healthcare - Osborn Scottsdale Ariz.

Tucson Medical Center Tucson Ariz.

Sparks Regional Medical Center Fort Smith Ark.

St. Joseph's Mercy Health Center Hot Springs Ark.

St. Bernard’s Regional Medical Center Jonesboro Ark.

Baptist Health Medical Center Little Rock Ark.

Kaiser Permanente Anaheim Medical Center Anaheim Calif.

Providence Saint Joseph Medical Center Burbank Calif.

Scripps Mercy Hospital Chula Vista Chula Vista Calif.
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Arrowhead Regional Medical Center Colton Calif.

ENLOE Medical Center Esplanade Chico Calif.

Memorial Hospital of Gardena Gardena Calif.

University of California Irvine Medical Center Irvine Calif.

Scripps Mercy Hospital San Diego La Jolla Calif.

Scripps Memorial Hospital La Jolla La Jolla Calif.

Sharp Grossmont Hospital La Mesa Calif.

Antelope Valley Hospital Lancaster Calif.

California Hospital Medical Center Los Angeles Calif.

USC University Hospital Los Angeles Calif.

Children’s Hospital of Central California Madera Calif.

Stanford Medical Hospital (SUH) Menlo Park Calif.

Providence Holy Cross Medical Center Mission Hills Calif.

Doctor’s Medical Center Modesto Calif.

Memorial Medical Center - Modesto Modesto Calif.

Riverside County Regional Medical Center Moreno Valley Calif.

Hoag Memorial Hospital Presbyterian Newport Beach Calif.

Northridge Hospital Medical Center Northridge Calif.

ACMC Highland Campus Oakland Calif.

Ponoma Valley Hospital Medical Center Pomona Valley Calif.

Mercy Medical Center, Redding Redding Calif.

Kaiser Permanente Medical Center Redwood City Redwood City Calif.

Riverside Community Hospital Riverside Calif.

Sutter Roseville Medical Center Roseville Calif.

Sutter Memorial Hospital Sacramento Calif.

Salinas Valley Memorial HealthCare System Salinas Calif.

Rady Children’s Hospital – San Diego San Diego Calif.

Kaiser Permanente San Diego Medical Center San Diego Calif.

Palomar Medical Center San Diego Calif.

Sharp Memorial Hospital San Diego Calif.

UCSD Medical Center San Diego Calif.

CPMC Pacific Campus San Francisco Calif.

UCSF Medical Center San Francisco Calif.

Santa Clara Valley Medical Center San Jose Calif.

San Juan 
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Mission Hospital Capistrano Calif.

Sierra Vista Regional Medical Center San Luis Obispo Calif.

Children’s Hospital of Orange County Santa Ana Calif.

Western Medical Center – Santa Ana Santa Ana Calif.

Santa Barbara Cottage Hospital Santa Barbara Calif.

Henry Mayo Newhall Memorial Hospital Santa Clarita Calif.

Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital Santa Rosa Calif.

UCLA Medical Center Torrance Calif.

Kaiser Permanente Medical Center Vallejo Vallejo Calif.

Kaweah Delta District Hospital Visalia Calif.

John Muir Medical Center Walnut Creek Walnut Creek Calif.

Citrus Valley Medical Center Queen of the Valley 
Campus West Covina Calif.

Presbyterian Intercommunity Hospital Whittier Calif.

Kaiser Permanente Woodland Hills Medical Center Woodland Hills Calif.

The Medical Center of Aurora Aurora Colo.

The Children’s Hospital Denver Colo.

Denver Health Medical Center Denver Colo.

Presbyterian/St. Luke’s Hospital Denver Colo.

St. Anthony Central Hospital Denver Colo.

University of Colorado Hospital Denver Colo.

Swedish Medical Center Englewood Colo.

Poudre Valley Hospital Fort Collins Colo.

St. Mary’s Hospital and Medical Center Grand Junction Colo.

North Colorado Medical Center Greeley Colo.

St. Vincent’s Medical Center Bridgeport Conn.

Danbury Hospital Danbury Conn.

St. Francis Hospital and Medical Center Hartford Conn.

New Britain General Hospital New Britain Conn.

Yale New Haven Hospital New Haven Conn.

Howard University Hospital Washington D.C.

Washington Hospital Center Washington D.C.

JFK Memorial Hospital Atlantis Fla.

Brandon Regional Hospital Brandon Fla.

Delray Medical Center Delray Beach Fla.
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Mease Dunedin Hospital Dunedin Fla.

Manatee Memorial Hospital East Bradenton Fla.

Shands at the University of Florida Gainesville Fla.

Baptist Medical Center Downtown Jacksonville Fla.

St. Luke’s Hospital Jacksonville Fla.

Shands Jacksonville Jacksonville Fla.

Lakeland Regional Medical Center Lakeland Fla.

Jackson Memorial Hospital Miami Fla.

Orange Park Medical Center Orange Park Fla.

ORHS-Arnold Palmer Hospital Orlando Fla.

ORHS-Orlando Regional Medical Center Orlando Fla.

West Florida Regional Medical Center Pensacola Fla.

Sacred Heart Hospital Pensacola Fla.

Sarasota Memorial Hospital Sarasota Fla.

Bayfront Medical Center St. Petersburg Fla.

Tallahassee Memorial Hospital Tallahassee Fla.

Tampa General Hospital Tampa Fla.

Atlanta Medical Center Atlanta Ga.

Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta at Scottish Rite Atlanta Ga.

Emory Crawford Long Hospital Atlanta Ga.

DeKalb Medical Center Atlanta Ga.

Emory University Hospital Atlanta Ga.

Piedmont Hospital Atlanta Ga.

Northeast Georgia Medical Center Gainesville Ga.

Wellstar Kennestone Hospital Marietta Ga.

Floyd Medical Center Rome Ga.

North Fulton Regional Hospital Roswell Ga.

Henry Medical Center Stockbridge Ga.

Maui Memorial Medical Center Wailuku Hawaii

Eastern Idaho Regional Medical Center Idaho Falls Idaho

Advocate Illinois Masonic Medical Center Chicago Ill.

Children’s Memorial Hospital Chicago Ill.

Mount Sinai Hospital Chicago Ill.

Northwestern Memorial Hospital Chicago Ill.

Resurrection Medical Center Chicago Ill.
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Rush University Medical Center Chicago Ill.

University of Chicago Hospitals Chicago Ill.

University of Illinois Medical Center Chicago Ill.

Advocate Good Samaritan Hospital Downers Grove Ill.

Alexian Brothers Medical Center Elk Grove Village Ill.

St. Francis Hospital Evanston Ill.

Provena St. Joseph Medical Center Joliet Ill.

Loyola University Medical Center Maywood Ill.

Edward Hospital Naperville Ill.

Advocate Christ Medical Center Oak Lawn Ill.

St. James Hospital and Health Ctrs.– Olympia Fields 
Campus Olympia Fields Ill.

Advocate Lutheran General Hospital Park Ridge Ill.

OSF Saint Francis Medical Center Peoria Ill.

Blessing Hospital Quincy Ill.

Trinity Medical Center – West Rock Island Ill.

OSF Saint Anthony Hospital Rockford Ill.

Memorial Medical Center Springfield Ill.

St. John’s Hospital Springfield Ill.

Carle Foundation Hospital Urbana Ill.

Central DuPage Hospital Winfield Ill.

Elkhart General Hospital Elkhart Ind.

St. Mary’s Healthcare Services Evansville Ind.

Methodist Hospitals – Northlake Gary Ind.

St. Vincent Hospital and Health Services Indianapolis Ind.

Memorial Hospital South Bend South Bend Ind.

St. Joseph’s Regional Medical Center South Bend Ind.

Porter Memorial Hospital Valparaiso Ind.

Iowa Methodist Medical Center Des Moines Iowa

Mercy Medical Center-Des Moines Des Moines Iowa

University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics Iowa City Iowa

Children’s Mercy Hospital Kansas City Kan.

Research Medical Center Kansas City Kan.

St. Luke’s Hospital of Kansas City Kansas City Kan.

University of Kansas Hospital Kansas City Kan.
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Overland Park Regional Medical Center Overland Park Kan.

Stormont-Vail Healthcare Topeka Kan.

Via Christi – St. Francis Wichita Kan.

Wesley Medical Center Wichita Kan.

Cabell Huntington Hospital Ashland Ky.

Medical Center of Louisiana Charity Campus New Orleans La.

Children's Hospital New Orleans La.

Northshore Regional Medical Center Slidell La.

Eastern Maine Medical Center Bangor Maine

Central Maine Medical Center Lewiston Maine

Maine Medical Center Scarborough Maine

Johns Hopkins Bayview Medical Center Baltimore Md.

The Johns Hopkins Hospital Baltimore Md.

University of Maryland Medical Center Baltimore Md.

Suburban Hospital Bethesda Md.

WMHS-Memorial Hospital Campus Cumberland Md.

Washington County Hospital Association Hagerstown Md.

Shady Grove Adventist Hospital Rockville Md.

Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center Boston Mass.

Brigham and Woman’s Hospital Boston Mass.

Massachusetts General Hospital Boston Mass.

UMass. Memorial Medical Center Worcester Mass.

St. Vincent Hospital Worcester Mass.

St. Joseph – Ann Arbor Ann Arbor Mich.

University of Michigan Hospital Ann Arbor Mich.

Children’s Hospital of Michigan Detroit Mich.

St. John – Detroit Detroit Mich.

Hurley Hospital Flint Mich.

Spectrum Health – Butterworth Grand Rapids Mich.

St. Mary’s Mercy Medical Center – Grand Rapids Grand Rapids Mich.

Borgess Medical Center Kalamazoo Mich.

Bronson Methodist Hospital Kalamazoo Mich.

Sparrow Hospital Lansing Mich.

Marquette General Hospital Marquette Mich.

Mid Michigan – Midland Midland Mich.
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Mount Clemens General Hospital Mt. Clemens Mich.

William Beaumont Royal Oak Mich.

Covenant Hospital Saginaw Mich.

St. Mary’s – Saginaw Saginaw Mich.

Lakeland Regional Health Systems in St. Joseph St. Joseph Mich.

St. Mary’s Medical Center – Duluth Duluth Minn.

Fairview Southdale Hospital Edina Minn.

Abbott-Northwestern Hospital Minneapolis Minn.

Hennepin County Medical Center Minneapolis Minn.

North Memorial Medical Center Robbinsdale Minn.

Mayo Clinic Rochester Rochester Minn.

St. Cloud Hospital St. Cloud Minn.

United Hospital St. Paul Minn.

Forrest General Hospital Hattiesburg Miss.

Singing River Hospital Ocean Springs Miss.

North Mississippi Medical Center Tupelo Miss.

St. Francis Medical Center – Cape Girardeau, Mo. Cape Girardeau Mo.

University of Missouri Hospital & Clinic Columbia Mo.

Independence Regional Health Center Independence Mo.

St. John’s Regional Medical Center Kansas City Mo.

North Kansas City Hospital North Kansas City Mo.

CoxHealth Springfield Mo.

St. John’s Hospital Springfield Springfield Mo.

Heartland East Hospital St. Joseph Mo.

Barnes-Jewish Hospital St. Louis Mo.

DePaul Health Center St. Louis Mo.

St. Anthony’s Medical Center St. Louis Mo.

St. John’s Mercy Medical Center St. Louis Mo.

St. Louis Children’s Hospital St. Louis Mo.

St. Louis University Hospital St. Louis Mo.

Billings Clinic Billings Mont.

Benefis Healthcare Great Falls Mont.

BryanLGH Medical Center Lincoln Neb.

Creighton University Medical Center Omaha Neb.

The Nebraska Medical Center Omaha Neb.
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University Medical Center of Southern Nevada Las Vegas Nev.

RENOWN Regional Medical Center Reno Nev.

Dartmouth Hitchcock Medical Center Lebanon N.H.

Atlanticare Regional Medical Center – City Division Atlantic City N.J.

Cooper University Hospital Camden N.J.

Hackensack University Medical Center Hackensack N.J.

Morristown Memorial Hospital Morristown N.J.

Virtua Health System-Memorial Hospital of Burlington 
County Mount Laurel N.J.

St. Joseph’s Regional Medical Center Patterson N.J.

Atlanticare Regional Medical Center – Mainland Division Pomona N.J.

Overlook Hospital Summit N.J.

Holy Name Hospital Teaneck N.J.

Community Memorial Hospital Toms River N.J.

Lovelace Medical Center Albuquerque N.M.

Presbyterian Hospital Center Albuquerque N.M.

St. Vincent Regional Medical Center Santa Fe N.M.

Albany Medical Center Hospital Albany N.Y.

St. Peter’s Health Care Services Albany N.Y.

Lutheran Medical Center Brooklyn N.Y.

Erie County Medical Center Buffalo N.Y.

Mercy Hospital of Buffalo Buffalo N.Y.

Arnot Odgen Medical Center Elmira N.Y.

Elmhurst Hospital Center Flushing N.Y.

Huntington Hospital Huntington N.Y.

Winthrop University Hospital Minneola N.Y.

Montefiore Medical Center New York N.Y.

St. Francis Hospital and Health Center Poughkeepsie N.Y.

Rochester General Hospital Rochester N.Y.

St. Elizabeth Medical Center Utica N.Y.

Franklin Hospital Valley Stream N.Y.

Mission Hospitals Asheville N.C.

Gaston Memorial Hospital Gastonia N.C.

Moses Cone Hospital Greensboro N.C.

Pitt County Memorial Hospital Greenville N.C.
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Frye Regional Medical Center Hickory N.C.

New Hanover Regional Medical Center Wilmington N.C.

Forsyth Medical Center Winston-Salem N.C.

Meritcare Health System Fargo N.D.

Altru Health System Grand Forks N.D.

Akron City-Summa Health System Akron Ohio

Akron General Medical Center Akron Ohio

Children’s Hospital Medical Center of Akron Akron Ohio

Mercy Medical Center Canton Ohio

Children’s Hospital Medical Center Cincinnati Ohio

University Hospitals Case Medical Center Cleveland Ohio

Mt. Carmel West Columbus Ohio

St. Rita’s Medical Center Lima Ohio

MedCentral Health System, Mansfield Hospital Mansfield Ohio

St. Vincent’s Mercy Medical Center Toledo Ohio

The Toledo Hospital Toledo Ohio

INTEGRIS Baptist Medical Center Oklahoma City Okla.

St. Francis Hospital Tulsa Okla.

Sacred Heart Medical Center Eugene Ore.

Legacy Emanuel Hospital Portland Ore.

Oregon Health Sciences University Hospital Portland Ore.

St. Alphonsus Regional Medical Center Portland Ore.

Salem Hospital Salem Ore.

Abington Memorial Hospital Abington Pa.

Lehigh Valley Hospital-Cedar Crest Allentown Pa.

Altoona Regional Health Systems-Altoona Altoona Pa.

St. Luke’s Hospital of Bethlehem Bethlehem Pa.

Crozer-Chester Medical Center Chester Pa.

Geisinger Medical Center Danville Pa.

Hamot Medical Center Erie Pa.

Pinnacle Health System at Harrisburg Hospital Harrisburg Pa.

Penn State Milton S. Hershey Medical Center Hershey Pa.

Conemaugh Health Systems Johnstown Pa.

Lancaster General Hospital Lancaster Pa.

St. Mary Medical Center Langhorne Pa.
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Frankford Hospital – Torresdale Campus Philadelphia Pa.

Thomas Jefferson University Hospital Philadelphia Pa.

Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania Philadelphia Pa.

Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh Pittsburgh Pa.

Mercy Hospital of Pittsburgh Pittsburgh Pa.

UPMC Health System Presbyterian Pittsburgh Pa.

Community Medical Center Scranton Pa.

Shore Memorial Hospital Somers Point Pa.

Reading Hospital and Medical Center West Reading Pa.

Lankenau Hospital Wynnewood Pa.

York Hospital York Pa.

Administración de Servicios Medico [ASEM] San Juan P.R.

Hospital Pediátrico Universitario Dr. Antonio Ortiz San Juan P.R.

University District Hospital [UDH} San Juan P.R.

Rhode Island Hospital Providence R.I.

AN Med Health Medical Center Anderson S.C.

Medical University Hospital Charleston S.C.

McLeod Region Medical Center Florence S.C.

Greenville Memorial Hospital Greenville S.C.

Grand Strand Regional Medical Center Myrtle Beach S.C.

Spartanburg Regional Medical Center Spartanburg S.C.

Avera McKennan Hospital and University Health Center Sioux Falls S.D.

Sioux Valley Hospital University Health Center Sioux Falls S.D.

Bristol Regional Medical Center Bristol Tenn.

Johnson City Medical Center Johnson City Tenn.

Regional Medical Center at Memphis Memphis Tenn.

St. Thomas Hospital Nashville Tenn.

Northwest Texas Hospital Amarillo Texas

Brackenridge Hospital Austin Texas

Children’s Hospital of Austin Austin Texas

Seton Medical Center Austin Austin Texas

St. David’s Medical Center Austin Texas

St. Joseph Regional Medical Center – Bryan Bryan Texas

Christus Spohn Memorial Hospital Corpus Christi Texas

Driscoll Children’s Hospital Corpus Christi Texas
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Medical City Dallas Dallas Texas

Methodist Medical Center Dallas Texas

Parkland Memorial Hospital Dallas Texas

R E Thomason General Hospital El Paso Texas

Cook Fort Wroth Children’s Medical Center Fort Worth Texas

Harris Methodist Fort Worth Fort Worth Texas

John Peter Smith Hospital Fort Worth Texas

Ben Taub General Hospital Houston Texas

Memorial Hermann Hospital TMC Campus Houston Texas

St. Luke’s Episcopal Hospital Houston Texas

Texas Children’s Hospital Houston Texas

University Medical Center Lubbock Texas

Medical Center of Plano Plano Texas

Shannon Medical Center San Angelo Texas

Methodist Hospital San Antonio Texas

Wilford Hall Medical Center San Antonio Texas

Memorial Hermann The Woodlands The Woodlands Texas

East Texas Medical Center Tyler Texas

Trinity Mother Frances Hospital Tyler Texas

United Regional Health Care System Wichita Texas

LDS Hospital Salt Lake City Utah

Primary Children’s Medical Center Salt Lake City Utah

University of Utah Medical Center Salt Lake City Utah

Fletcher Allen Health Care Burlington Vt.

Virginia Hospital Center Arlington Va.

University of Virginia Hospital & Children’s 
Rehabilitation Charlottesville Va.

Children’s Hospital of the King’s Daughters Norfolk Va.

Sentara Norfolk General Hospital Norfolk Va.

Carilion Roanoke Memorial Hospital Roanoke Va.

Winchester Medical Center Winchester Va.

Providence Everett Medical Center Everett Wash.

Children’s Hospital and Regional Medical Center Seattle Wash.

Harborview Medical Center Seattle Wash.

St. Vincent Health Care Seattle Wash.
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Sacred Heart Medical Center Spokane Wash.

St. Patrick Hospital and Health Scientist Center Spokane Wash.

Tacoma General Hospital Tacoma Wash.

Southwest Washington Medical Center Vancouver Wash.

Charleston Area Medical Center General Charleston W.Va.

Aurora Bay Care Hospital Green Bay Wis.

St. Vincent Hospital Green Bay Wis.

Gundersen Lutheran Hospital La Crosse Wis.

University of Wisconsin Hospital Madison Wis.

St. Joseph's Hospital Marshfield Wis.

Wheaton Franciscan Health Care – St. Francis Hospital Milwaukee Wis.

Theda Clark Regional Medical Center Neenah Wis.

Waukesha Memorial Hospital Pewaukee Wis.

Aspirus Wausau Hospitals Inc Wausau Wis.

Wyoming Medical Center Casper Wyo.
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