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Heart transplant recipient thanks widow of man who gave him life
Pittsburg police officer was slain while on duty
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As Lloyd Burton recovered from a heart transplant in late April, he
followed a tragic story on the news: Days earlier, a Pittsburg police

officer had been fatally shot, leaving behind a young wife pregnant
with the couple's first child.
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Burton grieved for Larry Lasater's widow. He figured the heartbeat Email This Article
she lost was thumping inside him.

He found out recently he was right, and on Wednesday afternoon the 61- year-old retired
contractor from Redding got his first chance to say thank you. As he sat in his surgeon's office at

California Pacific Medical Center in San Francisco, Jo Ann Lasater -- whose son is due July 23 --
walked in and asked, "Is that him?"

She and Burton cried as they embraced, with Burton saying, "I'm so sorry for your loss."

Also weeping was Burton's wife of 41 years, Mary, who has watched her husband -- whose white
mustache serves him well as an occasional Santa Claus -- survive several heart attacks and two

transplants. She said later, through more tears, "It's just a blessing beyond words. Her tragedy is
my gain. She lost her husband and | continue to have mine."

Most donor families and recipients never meet, and if they do it's only after several months of
anonymous letter-writing. But Burton and Jo Ann Lasater came together, and allowed a reporter

and photographer to be there, in part to persuade others to do the same as Larry Lasater. That
way, they said, the officer might save even more lives.

"This is the only good thing that has come out of (the killing)," Jo Ann Lasater, 36, of Pacheco,
said Wednesday while sitting beside Burton and rubbing her belly, encouraging Cody Larry

Lasater to kick. "It was very fitting for Larry because he always helped people in life, and in death
he's helping people.”

The killing of Larry Lasater, 35, devastated his family and the Pittsburg Police Department, which
only two years earlier had faced the death of Ray Giacomelli, an officer gunned down while

investigating a homicide. Lasater's own father, who was not in law enforcement, was murdered
when Larry Lasater was three.

However, for Lasater's family, some comfort has come in the decision to donate his organs --

fulfilling wishes expressed by the patrolman while he and his wife followed the case of Terry
Schiavo, the Florida woman whose vegetative state became the subject of national debate.

His organs were delivered to five people, all of them strangers except a family friend, 63-year-old
Frank Escaranio of Oakley, a retired educator, who received a directed donation of a kidney.

Burton was perhaps a month away from dying from heart disease but now has an even chance of
living 10 years with the new heart, said his surgeon, Dr. Soon J. Park.



Just half of eligible donors in the United States and their families now give consent for their
organs to be harvested, according to David Heneghan, public affairs manager at the Transplant
Network, which manages organ donation in Northern California. There are 88,000 people who
need an organ, he said, and 17 die waiting every day.

But Larry Lasater may have already helped the cause. Heneghan said the California Donor
Registry, which was launched April 6 to allow people to legally register their wishes, saw a spike
in registrations in the days following the officer's death. In all, some 73,000 people have
registered.

"Some people are unsure, and maybe they can be inspired," Jo Ann Lasater said. "I think it will
also be a good lesson for my son, to see the ripple effects of what his father did."

Larry Lasater, who commanded tanks in the Marine Corps, was fatally shot April 23 as he tried to
catch two East Contra Costa County teenagers who had robbed a Raley's supermarket and a
bank at gunpoint, crashed their stolen getaway car on a nearby lawn, and hid beside a wooded
trail, police said.

Alexander Rashad Hamilton and Andrew Moffett, both 18, have pleaded not guilty to special-

circumstances murder. Hamilton is eligible for the death penalty, while Moffett is not because he
was 17 at the time of the killing.

Larry Lasater was declared brain-dead the day after the shooting but was kept on life support for
more than a day. As his family mourned, Burton received an emergency telephone call just after 3
p.m. April 25.

Burton's mother and father died of heart disease. He had his first transplant in 1995, receiving a
heart from a 32-year-old Central Valley man who had died in a car crash -- and whose father now
talks to Burton regularly. Burton's body slowly rejected that heart, though.

After receiving the call, Burton, who pays $30 a year for insurance that allows him to fly in an
emergency, drove to Benton Airpark in Redding. He and his wife boarded an airplane to San
Francisco International Airport, then took a taxi to the hospital.

While he was prepared for surgery, a separate medical team was at John Muir Medical Center in
Walnut Creek obtaining Larry Lasater's heart, which was placed in a cooler and driven across the

Bay. Burton's chest was opened while the heart was en route. When it arrived, his old heart was
cut out.

On Wednesday, Burton said there was rarely a moment when he didn't think about Larry Lasater.

"It's OK for big old men to cry, too," he said. "There aren't enough words to describe the
appreciation | feel."

Jo Ann Lasater, wearing a pin bearing the badge numbers of her husband and Giacomelli, told

Burton she was happy that he would have more time to spend with his two children and his two
grandchildren. "Larry would have been a good dad, t0o," she said. "That's all he ever wanted."

She wondered if Burton shared her husband's craving for candy bars and Cokes and other
sweets.

"l love desserts," Burton said, "but I'm not allowed to say that in front of the doctors." He then
assured Jo Ann Lasater that, if need be, he would eat rice "for every meal for the rest of my life."



The two agreed to keep in touch, with Jo Ann Lasater promising to send the Burtons a birth
announcement. She said the meeting had lifted her spirits as she faced the prospect of giving
birth without her partner.

"Larry was very compassionate," she said. "Wherever he is, I'm sure he can see everything, and
I'm sure he's very pleased."

For information on donating organs, go to donatelifecalifornia.org.
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