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Donation After Cardiac Death (DCD) Process 
Step by Step 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Patient Enters Hospital with Devastating Brain Injury 

Patient Maintained on Ventilator 

Brain Death Examination 

Family or M.D. Initiates Withdrawal of Support 

Family Decides to Withdraw Support 

OPO Discusses Donation with Family 

Family Consents to/Supports Donation 

OPO Evaluates Patient for DCD 

Brain Dead Not Brain Dead 

OPO Discusses Donation with Family 

Pronouncement of Death 

Patient is Candidate for DCD 

Withdrawal of Ventilator Support 
w/ Appropriate End-of-Life Comfort Measures 

Cessation of Cardiopulmonary Activity within 60 
Minutes of Withdrawal of Support 

Pronouncement of Death 

Surgical Recovery of Organs 

Consent to Donate from  
State Donor Registry, Donor Card or Family 

Patient Supported During  
Organ Evaluation and Allocation 

Surgical Recovery of Organs 

Donation After 
Brain Death 

(DBD) 

Donation After 
Cardiac Death  

(DCD) 


